[Penicillin in clinical use--50 years].
Penicillin was first used to combat experimental infections in rats in August 1940. Towards the end of December the same year it was decided to treat seriously ill patients with penicillin. The first patient was given the new drug on the 12 February 1941, nearly 50 years ago. The patient improved considerably, but due to shortage of penicillin later succumbed to staphylococcal sepsis. Penicillins are still the most widely used and least toxic antibiotics. This article briefly reviews the history of penicillin from its discovery in 1928 to 1944, when the drug was first used on a larger scale in Norwegians.